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There has been dispute as to whether a debt of zakat

should constitute a cause of exemption. According to
Zufar, a debt of zakat is like a debt of vow or kaffarah?
and does not exempt from zakat. In fact, it is canceled in
case of death before payment, and therefore is not really a
debt. Al-Balkhi establishes a distinction between the zakat
due on " apparent" property and that due on " non-appar-
ent " property, holding that only the zakat due on " appar-
ent " property exempts from zakat, because, according to
him, only the latter kind of zakat is subject to demand of
payment on the part of the public collector. Al-Sarakhsi
takes exception and claims that the zakat due on both
" apparent " and " non-apparent " property is alike subject
to demand of payment. He contends that, during the time
of the Prophet and the two califs after him, the zakat of
" non-apparent " as well as' of " apparent" property was
collected by the public collectors, and that the third calif
'Uthman, in order to remove from the taxpayers the incon-
venience and trouble attendant on the investigation of their
" non-apparent" properties by evil collectors, limited the
jurisdiction of the public collectors to the " apparent" prop-
erty and delegated the right of collecting the zakat of
" non-apparent" property to the property owners them-
selves; that, therefore, the zakat of "non-apparent" property
is still subject to demand of payment (though now by the
property owners themselves instead of by the public col-
lectors) and that consequently, the zakat on "non-apparent"
property, too, is a cause of exemption. On the other hand,
according to Abu Yusuf, a zakat debt is cause of exemption
if the property on which the zakat is due is still intact, but
it is not so, if the property has been destroyed, because in

i-Kaffdrah is a financial expiation for such sin as the breaking of
fast or an oath.